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The Faith - Teaching Guide  

Introduction 

The Bride of Christ and the coming of the Lord 

The Scriptures state that God has purposed that the Church, the body of believers, is to be perfect in 

Christ. Perfection in the text is defined as complete, mature in knowledge of the faith of Christ, 

knowledge of the love of God, and in mature in holiness. (Matthew 5:48, Leviticus 19:2, Ephesians 5:1, 1 

Peter 1:15). The Church when complete will be without stain or blemish – she has prepared herself for 

the wedding to the Lamb of God.  

Revelation 19:7 – “Let us rejoice and celebrate and give Him the glory. For the marriage of the Lamb has 

come, and His bride has made herself ready.” 

When the body of Christ has attained perfection, the marriage of the Lamb and the Church will 

commence. The return of Christ, the beginning of the new age, and the end of all former things will be at 

hand. (Ephesians 4:3, Revelation 19:9) 

Therefore, I sense an urgency by the Spirit for His people to be edified, so they may reach perfection 

(completion) and usher in the coming of the Lord. 

Your role in the coming of Christ 

Dear friend, what the Scriptures are saying is that you have a part to play in the coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. You are called to be perfect according to the measure of faith God has given. Having this hope 

and expectation of the coming of Lord, we are commanded to purify ourselves and prepare for holy 

matrimony with our Lord and Savior. (1 John 3:3, 2 Corinthians 7:1, James 4:8, Isaiah 1:16) 

Faith is the bridesmaid of the Church 

The Scriptures state by faith we receive the promise of the Spirit which is life eternal. (Galatians 3:14) 

And that faith is given to those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. (Galatians 3:22) Therefore, we can 

say faith is a type of bridesmaid, the power of God that prepares the believer (bride) for the wedding to 

the Son of God. (Matthew 22:2) 

With this great hope and expectation of eternal union with our Lord, it is important to understand the 

doctrine of faith. For the Scriptures state no man can please God without faith. (Hebrews 11:6)   
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Definition of Faith 

What is the Greek word for faith in the NT 

In the New Testament (NT) the Greek word used for faith is “pístis” which means “to be persuaded.” 

Faith is "God's divine persuasion" – and therefore distinct from human belief (self-generated), even 

though belief (on the Lord Jesus Christ) is involved in faith. 

Faith is first comprised of a knowledge the Lord gives believers. Knowledge about Him and His will for 

the believer. The second aspect of faith is persuasion. The Lord imparts a trust and desire in the believer 

that persuades him or her to act on the knowledge the believer has received. There are multiple aspects 

to the doctrine of faith, however, they all center on this concept that faith is something God gives his 

people, and not something you can create or summon within yourself. 

Types of faith 

What is common faith 

There is a “common faith” that all true believers share in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is also called a 

“saving faith.” This common faith leads one to conviction of sin, repentance, and belief in Christ as the 

Son of God, Lord and Savior.  

All true believers of Christ are united in a common faith. Without this common faith you are not a 

Christian.  This common faith includes the following: 

 A knowledge and conviction of one’s state of being as a sinner which leads to repentance and 

fear of God 

 A knowledge that Jesus Christ is the Son of God 

 A belief that he died for your sins as a propitiation (sacrifice) 

 A belief that he was resurrected and sits at the right of hand of God 

 A knowledge that only the finished work of Christ at the Cross can redeem a sinner from God’s 

judgment 

 A knowledge and intimate understanding that Jesus Christ is Lord of your life. 

 An understanding the life you have is not your own but His, as He purchased (redeemed) you in 

His love, mercy and forgiveness of your sins 

 The belief that Christ will return and rule, and His people will resurrect to be with Him 

 An understanding that you have the promise of eternal life as a child of God 

What is a measure of faith 

Then there is a “measure of faith” the Lord gives each believer according to the will of God for that 

believer’s life. (Romans 12:3). Let me give you an example to illustrate. This is a true story of a believer 

who received a word from the Lord that her poor eyesight would be healed. Whether she received it in a 

vision, through the Word, or the voice of the Lord plainly talked to her I don’t know. 
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In response to His word, this believer tossed her eyeglasses into the sea while on a ferry boat. And by 

the time she had reached her destination her eyesight was completely healed. Now other believers 

heard about this story. Those that were afflicted with problems of the eye then started praying for 

healing and they too threw away their eye glasses “in faith.” Not one of them, however, received any 

healing of their eyesight. What happened? 

Wishful thinking 

None of these believers received a word from God that their eyesight would be healed. When they 

threw away their glasses “in faith,” this was not faith at all but wishful thinking.  The Scriptures tell us 

“faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17). The first believer 

heard a word from God; specific to her situation and acted on that word.  

This was an illustration, in its simplest form, of a specific measure of faith given to a believer. A word 

was received from the Lord and the believer acted on that word or knowledge given by God. The other 

believers never received any word from God about their situation. The acted in “wishful thinking” and 

not in faith which comes from some knowledge given by the Lord. 

Example of a measure of faith 

The woman with the issue of blood 

In Mark 5:25-34 we read the story of the woman with the issue of bleeding, who touched the lord’s 

garment and was healed. This is a great example that illustrates the doctrine of a “measure of faith.”  

Mark 5:25-34 

“And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 26. And had suffered many things of 

many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 27. 

When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. 28. For she said, If I 

may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 29. And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; 

and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. 30. And Jesus, immediately knowing in 

himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my 

clothes? 31. And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, 

Who touched me? 32. And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 33. But the 

woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told 

him all the truth. 34. And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and 

be whole of thy plague.” 

Who told this woman that if she touched the clothes of the Lord she would be healed?  

“For she said, if I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.” (Mark 5:28) How did this woman know 

that by touching the Lord’s garment she would be healed?  There was no proclamation in the land, at 

this point, that by touching the clothes of Christ one would be healed.  Heretofore, many had touched 

Christ but were not healed. 

There had to be a divine impartation of a word from God. The knowledge was placed in her mind, and 

then she was given the will to seek out Christ and act on this word. Yet the question now became, would 
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fear of embarrassment prevent her from acting on the word given her? The woman had to act on this 

knowledge for it to be faith. Thus she pressed through the crowd, did not cry out to Christ as others in 

the crowd were doing, but acting on the word God gave her, she simply and quietly touched his clothes 

and was healed. 

Why were others in the crowd who touched the Lord not healed? 

“And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who 

touched me?” (Mark 5: 31) There was a crowd of people pressing on the Lord, grabbing him and 

touching him as he walked through the streets. So when the Lord asked, “who touched my clothes” the 

disciples were puzzled, there were many people touching him. 

Every believer given a different measure of faith 

However, it was only this woman who had gotten a word from God that she would be healed if she 

touched the clothes of Christ. No others were given this word from the Lord. And thus we learn that 

faith is truly a gift from the Lord that guides us to God’s will for our lives. The measure of faith given one 

believer is different for another believer. One may be given a word of healing while another believer 

may not receive that same word. One may be given the faith to become a worldwide evangelist, while 

another is given the faith to lead a small group bible study. Therefore, you must first seek to know the 

will of God that your prayers may be effective. 

Why did the Lord say to the woman her faith had healed her? 

“And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy 

plague.” (Mark 5:34) The Lord knew this woman came to him as a result of God’s will as power 

immediately left Him before he talked to the woman. “And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that 

virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?” 

In obedience to the word of God– she did not cry out to the Lord nor utter a word, but touched his 

garment, as she had been told – which showed faith. This faith was not given to others in the crowd who 

pressed on him, but to this lone woman.  

Faith is something that God gives us and when the believer acts on this faith, the Lord is faithful to keep 

his word. We are not told why the Lord chose this woman to receive this measure of faith. We just learn 

that faith is God’s show of grace and to each is given a different measure of faith according to His will. 

(Romans 12:3) 

What is dead faith 
Dead faith describes receiving some knowledge from the Lord, acknowledging it to be true, yet there is 

no desire to act on that knowledge. Dead faith is also called a “head faith.” The knowledge received 

from the Lord never worked its way into the hearer’s heart, compelling him or her to take action. People 

with dead faith never come to repentance from hearing the Word of God, and never receive new life 

from Christ. 

There are multitudes of people who think themselves to be born of God because they intellectually or 

mentally assented (believed to be true) to what they heard or read in the Bible. 
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Those who have dead faith, yet profess the name of Christ, do not realize that salvation means having 

the life of Christ in you. “He that has the Son has life.” (1 John 5:12) They have everything but Christ, and 

so they have a dead faith. 

A good analogy of dead faith is the one who receives the keys to a car, but never turns on or drives the 

car. He simply admires the car and leaves it parked. The car does not move; it is in a sense dead and 

lifeless. Thus the one who hears the Word of God receives the keys to the Kingdom. He likes what he has 

heard and calls Christ Lord. But he does nothing with the Word, he never moves towards the Lord in 

repentance. He, in a sense, remains parked like the car. He is in the same position as when he first heard 

the Word. Therefore, his faith is dead and lifeless. 

Example of dead faith 

Parable of the talents – Matthew 25:14-30 

Matthew 25:14-30 tells the story of a servant of the Lord who had dead faith. The Lord had given talents 

(talents were the currency or money of the day) to three servants. Each servant called him Lord, in other 

words they professed to know Him as God. The first two servants invested the talents they received and 

earned interest on the money. They then gave what they had earned to the Lord. 

In spiritual terms, talents represent knowledge or wisdom about Christ, something valuable. In Job 

28:12-19 and in Proverbs 8, the Lord says the wisdom He gives is more valuable than all the gold and 

precious stones on the earth. God’s wisdom is the most important thing mankind is to seek. 

Then in Proverbs 8:19-21, and 8:35 the Lord says His wisdom produces fruit in the believer, which is 

saving faith that leads to eternal salvation. 

“My fruit is better than gold, even pure gold, And my yield better than choicest silver. I walk in the way 

of righteousness, In the midst of the paths of justice, To endow those who love me with wealth, That I 

may fill their treasuries.” Proverbs 8:19-21 

“For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from the LORD,” – Proverbs 8:35 

The knowledge given the first two servants produced fruit in their lives – a saving faith which yields 

righteousness, devotion to God and holiness. This was the interest earned, the yield of the investment 

of wisdom. We know this because the Lord calls these servants “faithful,” or full of faith. With the 

knowledge entrusted to them, the investment of wisdom, the fruit of salvation and righteousness was 

produced in their hearts. These faithful servants the Lord welcomes into His eternal Kingdom. 

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge 

of many things. Enter into the joy of your master!” Matthew 25:23 

The third servant did not invest the talent given him. In spiritual terms he did nothing with the 

knowledge given him. In fact, the Scriptures say he had no affection towards the Lord, but viewed him as 

hard, severe and unforgiving. 
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“Finally, the servant who had received one talent came and said, ‘Master, I knew that you are a hard 

man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So in my 

fear, I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what belongs to you.” Matthew 25:24 

This servant had a head faith, knowledge of the Lord but nothing ever made its way into his heart. He 

never developed a saving faith. He had no love towards God and never acted on the knowledge given 

him, which would have led to repentance. And by burying the treasure of wisdom, he in effect rejects 

God. Therefore, he had dead faith, and is judged along with the unbelievers. 

Dead faith is judged as unbelief and rejection of God 

“But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 

sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the 

bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent 

from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, 

and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 25:26-30 

Matthew 25, verse 29 can be interpreted as follows: everyone who has faith will be given more, but the 

one who does not have faith, even the knowledge he has will be taken away. The one with dead faith is 

ultimately condemned and judged as an unbeliever. 

Faith without works 

James Chapter 2 reinforces the lessons learned in the Parable of the Talents. James states that faith 

without works (deeds or actions) is dead faith. (James 2:17) The person with dead faith cannot please 

God, because it is no faith at all. True faith comes from the life of Christ working inside the believer 

which always produces holy fruit. And it is this fruit, the character, works and heart of Christ, made real 

in the believer, that accompany true faith. 

Church at Sardis had dead faith 

The church at Sardis was judged by the Lord to have dead faith. Let’s read the scripture in Revelation 

3:1-5: 

“I know your deeds; you have a reputation for being alive, yet you are dead. 2. Wake up and strengthen 

what remains, which was about to die; for I have found your deeds incomplete in the sight of My God. 

3. Remember, then, what you have received and heard. Keep it and repent. If you do not wake up, I 

will come like a thief, and you will not know the hour when I will come upon you. 

4 But you do have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments, and because they are 

worthy, they will walk with Me in white. 5. Like them, the one who is victorious will be clothed in white 

garments. And I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but I will confess his name before My 

Father and His angels.” Revelation 3:1-5 
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The person with dead faith is treated as one with no faith and is in a worse condition than the 

unbeliever. (Matthew 24:48) In the above verses, there were many people in the church at Sardis who 

were about to come under judgment. They were professors of faith in Christ, but they were dead in the 

eyes of the Lord. Verse 3 tells us why; these had received the Word of God but failed to repent. Only a 

remnant had true faith, and these the Lord promised eternal life (verse 4). 

How can faith be shipwrecked 

1 Timothy 1:18 – “This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies 

previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good 

conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith, 20 among whom are 

Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.” 

When we violate our conscience or partake in things God has rejected, we grieve the Spirit. You do 

something that you know to be wrong. You may do it, for example, to fit in with others in a group or to 

avoid persecution. The Lord cannot empower us and strengthen us until we repent of this sin. You are 

no longer walking by the faith that comes from God, but by the imagination, sight, desires, fear and 

understanding of one’s own mind. 

How do you grow in faith 

Knowledge of God 

Faith involves knowledge of God; His character, His Word (the Scriptures), His Law, His redemption, His 

Gospel, His love, His judgments, His promises, and His purposes and plans not only for our lives but for 

His Church. This is an important aspect to faith because it differentiates Christianity from cults, 

denominations and religion that are founded on “blind faith.” The Lord repeatedly tells us in the Old 

Testament that the Israelites got into all sorts of problems because of “lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6, 

Isaiah 5:13, Isaiah 56:10, Isaiah 1:3) 

It is the desire of the Lord that all His people grow in knowledge of Him. And in this growth, in 

relationship and intimacy with the Lord, we also grow in faith: a faith that causes us to act and live 

according to the will of God. 

Trial by fire 

One of the primary ways, ordained by God, to grow strong in faith is through trials and tribulations. The 

Lord has stated that he will refine his people by testing them like silver in an iron furnace which burns 

away imperfections. And James 1:2-3 states that trials will make us complete, lacking nothing in Christ 

Jesus. 

Zechariah 13:9 – “And I will bring the third part through the fire, Refine them as silver is refined, And 

test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, And I will answer them; I will say, 'They are My 

people,' And they will say, 'The LORD is my God.” 

Job 23:10 - "But He knows the way I take; When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” 
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Psalm 66:10 – “For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined.” 

Isaiah 48:10 - "Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.” 

1 Peter 1:7 – “These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies 

gold--though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through 

many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to 

the whole world.” 

Psalm 17:3- “You have tried my heart; You have visited me by night; You have tested me and You find 

nothing; I have purposed that my mouth will not transgress. 

James 1:2-4 – “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the 

testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may 

be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 

Luke 21:19 – “By your patient endurance, you will gain your souls.” 

Romans 5:3 – “Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not 

put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 

been given to us.” 

What is blind faith 

Blind faith is defined as “belief without true understanding, perception, or discrimination.” 

(Dictionary.com). Faith in Christ is not blind faith. The Lord gives you discernment, through his Word and 

Spirit to understand him, his attributes, and his purposes. He has stated if you acknowledge him in all 

your ways he will guide your path. (Proverbs 3:6) “Acknowledge” in Proverbs 3:6 means to become 

aware of Him, to know Him and to act and live according to this knowledge. 

Wishful thinking, as described in the previous paragraphs, is blind faith. It is not based on some word or 

knowledge of God but personal desires and hopes. 

The Lord gives demonstration and evidence of himself – He reveals himself to each born again believer. 

(John 14:21). Therefore, we are given understanding, evidence and knowledge to have confidence which 

leads to faith. Every born again believer will have a testimony, a witness of their relationship with the 

Living God. This is God’s will for every believer - that he or she be a witness in the world. We are to tell 

of what we have seen, heard and experienced first-hand. Not to merely recite something we have read.  

Those with blind faith can be guided down the wrong paths into doom and destruction by false teachers, 

cults and strong personalities. They follow instructions without discernment or evidence of truth. In 

Proverbs 4 and 5 we are admonished that wisdom and understanding, the wisdom of God, is something 

we must seek and attain. For his people are destroyed and stumble from lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6, 

4:14). We can therefore have the promise of salvation, but be led down the path of ruin without 

intimate knowledge of the Lord our God. 
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What things can hinder you from growing in the faith 
When a believer is born again, the seed of God is placed in him. There is a supernatural act that occurs 

where the Spirit of the Lord comes into the soul of the believer and begins to work in him. The Spirit of 

God is also referred to as the Spirit of Truth. (John 16:13) And one of his actions is to teach the believer 

about Christ, who is the Truth. (John 14:16) He does this by illuminating the Word of God in your mind, 

heart and spirit. He gives you a revelation of God in your heart that transforms and builds up strength in 

the faith. It is the Spirit of Truth that resides in every Christian and gives us a common faith and the fear 

of God (Isaiah 11:12). Any person without this common faith, as we have said, is not a Christian. 

Yet, when the seed of Christ is first placed in us, how it grows, to deliver a full revelation of Jesus Christ 

and his finished work on the Cross, can be dependent on several factors. Let’s review some of these 

factors that can impede your ability to grow strong in the faith. 

Neglect God’s Word 

You neglect reading the Scriptures which results in a lack of knowledge about the character, ways, 

purposes and plans of God.  

The Holy Spirit can take the Word of God (written and spoken) and make it come alive in your heart, 

mind and spirit. As an example, I can remember the day when I heard a Christmas sermon about the 

Gospel of Christ and his love demonstrated on the Cross. I had heard this type of sermon many times 

before. Yet this one night at home, as I was meditating on the word, all of a sudden my breath was taken 

away. It was as if someone placed a weight on my chest. I then began to weep, clutching my sides.  

That very moment I got a revelation of the love of Christ which took my breath away. At that same time 

the burden of Christ came upon me and I began to weep for those I saw perishing. In meditating on the 

word I had heard, the Spirit of the Lord made it real in my heart, giving me a revelation of God’s love 

that I could hardly bear. And then I grew in faith, as God led me to pray fervently and weep over the 

lost. I grew that night, to become a little more like my Lord, who loves and intercedes for God’s people. 

Faulty teaching 

You may have received incomplete or erroneous teaching. 

It is a critical for the child of God to learn the Scriptures in order to discern truth from faulty teachings. 

There are literally thousands of different “Christian” denominations which all differ in some teaching of 

the Scripture. The Bible tells us the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth that will lead you into all 

understanding. In other words, the Lord knew there would be numerous false teachers and the only way 

you can come to an understanding of truth is to call on the name of Jesus. The Spirit will give you 

discernment and peace of mind when the word you hear is in agreement with Christ.  

As an example, teachers and preachers in error focus on the things of the flesh and the world – 

covetousness, wealth, health, blessings, rites, rituals, dress, holidays, entertainment, success, politics, 

societal issues, customs, ordinances, or church ministries and activities.  
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The approved workman or teacher focuses on edifying the body of Christ so believers grow up into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ – to reflect the love of God and to be ready for God’s use and purposes. 

(Ephesians 4:12-15, 4:19, 2 Peter 3:18) 

Your background 

Christians come from all over the world and from different cultures.  

A Christian from Israel and a Christian from China may practice their belief in different ways depending 

on the customs of their local church. A Christian who came from Catholicism, for example, may have 

different views on smoking, drinking or the Sabbath than a Christian who used to be a Jehovah’s 

Witness. Therefore, if you are strong in the faith, you must be patient with all the brothers and sisters, 

until they come to a full understanding of Christ and his finished work on the Cross. 

Length of time in the Lord 

A new believer should never be ordained as a teacher, leader or a pastor to lead other believers.  

A new believer, who is an infant in Christ, must mature in knowledge and experience. I can tell you the 

person I am now in Christ is much different from the person I was 11 years ago, when I first met the Lord 

my God. 

The new believer may still walk in the flesh until the grace of God conforms and molds him. For the Lord 

has said, I will guide your steps when you acknowledge me in all your ways. (Proverbs 3:6).  

The newborn in Christ may believe the Word of God but may not trust himself to act on it. An example 

of this is given in Matthew 14:30. Peter began to walk on the sea towards Christ, but then looked at the 

storm, became scared and sank. When the Lord pulled him from the sea, he said to Peter, “O you of 

little faith, why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:31). 

The Lord rebuked Peter for being weak in faith. Why? Earlier, in Matthew 8:23-26, Peter had witnessed 

the Lord calming the storm driven winds and sea. Yet, now in another situation, Peter panics, forgetting 

that it is God in front of him, and that he himself had previously stated “Even the winds and the sea 

obey Him!”  

Peter had a knowledge of Christ but failed to trust himself to act on it. Peter stepped out of the boat in 

faith, but did not continue to walk in faith when he looked at the storm about him. At this stage Peter 

believed in the Lord but was subject to the influence of his carnal mind, senses and fears. In other 

words, in his fear Peter fell back into the ways of the world. 

Any normal person who was caught in a violent storm on a boat would have fears of drowning. 

However, the man of God, who was commanded by God to come to Him, on the water, and who began 

to walk on water in a show of supernatural power, who knows the power of God to control the air, 

winds and seas, should have no fear.  

The one strong in faith walks according to the Word of God, and not according to the world, thus the 

Scriptures command us to walk by faith and not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7). In the story of Peter, his 



LLG Ministries – LLGMIN.COM  | The Faith Teaching Guide 
 

Page 15 © 2018 LLG Ministries. All rights reserved. 
 
 

sight, what his mind and eyes were telling him, said you will drown. But faith, keeps its eyes on the Lord 

with whom all things are possible. (Mark 9:23) We walk and go forward in life not by what we see 

happening in the world, but by the knowledge and faith we have in Christ Jesus. 

This was the faith that led Christians to sing with glee in the face of death and persecution, because they 

knew they had eternal life in Christ. 

Peter at this stage of his walk with Christ was learning to trust in the Lord, he was a babe in Christ and 

weak in the faith. Later, however, we will see a much transformed, more mature Peter. We will see an 

Apostle with the power of God upon him, whose very shadow caused healing amongst the people. (Acts 

5:15) Thus the one weak in faith today, we must care for with patience and kindness, helping him or her 

grow up in Christ. 

Feed the old man 

You consume the spirit of the world 

Consuming, watching or involvement in things that feed the ungodly part of man, your sin nature, 

impede the work of the Holy Spirit and stunt your growth in faith. This can include things like politics, 

entertainment, TV, media, organizations, work, or any hobbies that excite and satisfy the lusts of the 

flesh, the lusts of the eye and the pride of life. (1 John 2:16) 

Anything you are involved in or that you consume that promotes division, fear, prejudice, violence, sex, 

gossip, homophobia, covetousness, ethnocentrism, unlawfulness, or worldly living, for example, feeds 

the sin nature. The scriptures state that the spirit of the devil, the spirit of disobedience works in those 

who walk in the ways of the world. (Ephesians 2:2) 

I know of a brother who loved the Lord, yet he would regularly listen and watch radio and TV shows that 

were grossly political. Shows that espoused division and “us vs. them” thinking in their viewers and 

listeners. Then, when given the opportunity, this brother would espouse some of these same views. 

He never saw the predicament he was in. The same people he would rant against, many were his 

brothers and sisters in Christ, but he never considered this. He never realized he was breaking all the 

commandments of God - to love the brethren, to love his neighbors, and to love his enemies. He 

allowed hate and prejudice to come into his heart. 

When he espoused these views it crippled his testimony and ability to be useful to the Lord. His ministry 

never progressed and his light grew dim. 

1 Peter 2:11 – “Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

wage war against your soul.” 

All believers are commanded to crucify the old man – starve the flesh. (Galatians 5:24, 2:20, Romans 

13:14) Do not walk in the way of the spirit of the world, the spirit that works in those who are perishing. 

(Ephesians 2:1-3) But rather feed the Spirit of the new man with spiritual things – all that which please 

the Father. (Colossians 3:16, Ephesians 5:8-20, Jeremiah 3:15, 1 Corinthians 6:20) 
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What is the purpose of faith 

The perfection of the Church 

God gives the believer faith to accomplish his purpose and plan for the believer and the Church. 

Ephesians 4:13 tells us that it is God’s purpose and plan that the Church, the body of Christ, reach 

perfection. The translation of perfect used in this verse means “mature.” It means having a full 

knowledge of Christ, having grown to a state where the Church is in unity, complete in all its parts and 

therefore fully reflects the holiness and love of Christ.  

It is the Church the Scriptures refer to as a “perfect man” in Ephesians 4:13. Christ is the head and 

believers are the members of the body. And to reach this stage of maturity and completeness, the 

fullness of Christ, the verse says all the saints must reach unity in two areas: the faith of Christ and the 

knowledge of Christ. Faith therefore, is God’s instrument to bring the entire body of Christ into unison, 

completeness, lacking nothing, and to an intimate knowledge of the Lord God. 

Purification of the heart 

1 John 3:3 tells us that the believer, having the expectation and trust that we will see Christ face to face, 

purifies himself. In other words, faith in the promises of God, will lead one to holiness for when we see 

Christ we are to be holy as he is holy. (John 17:19, 2 Corinthians 7:1, 6:14; James 4:8, 1 Peter 1:15)  

The believer must acknowledge and desire the will of God for holiness, and set his mind on the spiritual 

things of God and not on the things of the world or his flesh. (Colossians 3:2).  It is the Holy Spirit which 

then accomplishes this work of purification by taking away the desires for the things of the world and 

giving us a desire for the things that please God. And then the Spirit gives you the power, through your 

faith, to follow through. Thus in Acts 15:9 it says God (not the believer) cleansed the hearts of believers, 

giving them a pure heart through faith. 

Faith therefore, is God’s instrument for sanctification, causing the believer to desire holiness. And when 

each believer is perfected or grown to maturity, the Church will be complete. 

Holiness 

To be holy, in the Scriptures, means you are set apart from all others exclusively for God, purified, 

sacred and approved for good works. (Leviticus 11:44) 

It is the Lord’s purpose that we be holy, as he is holy. (1 Peter 1:16) It is His will that we join with Christ; 

become one in his death, burial, and resurrection; that we assume His mind and thoughts. Christianity is 

not a part-time thing in the eyes of the Lord. This is an all-consuming covenant. We must become one 

with Christ to avail ourselves of all the promises, protection, blessing, joy, peace and comfort the Lord 

has ordained, from before the foundation of the earth. (Ephesians 1:4) 

Conform to the image of Christ 

In Romans 8:29, we learn that God’s plan for all believers is that they conform to the image of the Son so 

that we may “bear the likeness of the heavenly man.” (1 Corinthians 15:49). I hope you see the pattern. 

Faith leads to purification of the heart, which is to forgo the desires of the world (1 John 2:15) and to 



LLG Ministries – LLGMIN.COM  | The Faith Teaching Guide 
 

Page 17 © 2018 LLG Ministries. All rights reserved. 
 
 

have dominion over the urges of the flesh. This leads the believer to turn to God for all things. And in 

turning to God and depending on the Lord for all things, we become more intimate in the knowledge 

and faith of Christ. The Holy Spirit can now make God a reality in all areas of our lives. The end result is 

each believer begins to reflect the love of Christ in their heart. 

Purification is spiritual 

Some believers have thought purification in this context (clean from defilement) means abstaining from 

alcohol, smoking, sex, certain types of music, going to parties, etc. Or they think purification involves 

fasting or in some cultures they even lash their bodies with belts or whips. However, that is not what is 

meant by “purify himself.” (1 John 3:3)  

The Lord has said what defiles a man is what comes from his heart. (Mark 7:20-23) The Apostle Paul, 

Peter, James and John in their letters to the churches repeatedly warn believers about behavior that 

would grieve the Spirit, impede their growth in Christ, and incur chastisement. They exhort the believers 

to purify themselves by eliminating the evil which comes from the heart of the old man. Galatians 5:24 

uses the expression “crucify the flesh.” 

Ephesians 4:31 – “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 

along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you.” 

1 Peter 2:1 – “Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every 

kind.” 

1 Peter 2:11 - Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

wage war against your soul. 

James 1:21 – “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and every expression of evil, and humbly receive the 

word planted in you, which can save your souls.” 

2 Corinthians 12:20 – “For I am afraid that when I come, I may not find you as I wish, and you may not 

find me as you wish. I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, rage, rivalry, slander, gossip, 

arrogance, and disorder.” 

Colossians 3:8 – “But now you must put aside all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and 

filthy language from your mouth.” 

Galatians 5:24 – “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us walk in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 

provoking and envying one another.” 
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Unlocking God’s love 

“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 

brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.” (1 Peter 1:22) We learn in this verse 

that faith, which is the acting on the knowledge God has given, will lead to one’s purification.  

Why? Because faith leads to a desire to please God and to obey Him. The believer renders the old self to 

death by submitting all decisions (desires) to the Lord. He rejects the decision to live independently from 

the Lord. He calls on the Lord’s Spirit to deliver him from evil, and lead him not into temptation. 

(Matthew 6:9) The believer calls on the Lord to extinguish the attacks of the Devil. He is an overcomer. 

(Romans 8:37) 

And when we have purified our hearts from the defilement of our old ways and the lusts of the flesh, 

the Holy Spirit can work unimpeded. He can then unlock the love of Christ in our hearts. The love that 

makes the believer more like Christ. The love for God our Father, the love for the brethren, the love for 

the lost and the love for our enemies. Amen.   

One of the purposes of faith, therefore, is to unlock the love of God in our hearts. And once unlocked we 

are to love the brethren deeply, as God Himself loves us without measure. (Romans 12:10, Hebrews 

13:1, John 13:34, 1 Peter 4:8)  

Bear fruit 

John 15:8 - "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.” 

Faith in Christ leads the believer to bear much fruit. The fruit spoken of here is the fullness of Christ 

reflected in the spirit of the believer. Faith leads to the growth of Christ in the soul. It is God’s will that 

each believer feed on Christ and draw from His life giving Spirit so that we become more and more like 

Him. (John 6:53) The fruit that appears is manifested in more faith, joy, love, kindness, patience and long 

suffering. (Galatians 5:22) Holy fruit is evidence the Spirit of Christ is conforming the believer to His 

image. The fruit of God shines forth like a light in the daily walk of the believer, causing the world to 

glorify the Lord God (Matthew 5:16, Romans 4:17, Ephesians 5:9) 

Glorification of the Lord 

Galatians 1:22 – “I was personally unknown, however, to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They 

only heard the account: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried 

to destroy.” And they glorified God because of me.”  

Faith that conforms the believer to the image of the Son, causing His light to shine forth in the life of the 

believer, brings glory to God. 

In the above verse, the Apostle Paul describes a shocking situation. Paul, a man who once persecuted 

and killed the faithful in Christ now preaches Christ. And to the observer, the only thing that could have 

caused this conversion was the power of God. Thus the Lord was glorified and praised by His people and 

Church. 
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Faith always glorifies Christ 

Faith always leads to the glorification of Christ because the purpose of faith is to conform the believer to 

the image of Christ. (Romans 15:6) And to conform you, faith leads the believer to desire union with 

Christ, in his death (to the old man), burial (to the desires of the world) and resurrection (a spiritual 

man). If anyone ever says faith caused them to do something, and the Lord Jesus Christ is not glorified as 

a result, then that action did not arise from faith, but from the mind of the flesh. 

The bridesmaid of the believer 

Faith leads one to holiness and to grow into the fullness of Christ. It is God’s plan that the body of Christ 

(the Church) be made perfect through faith. And once that perfection or fullness is reached, the Church 

will be wedded to Christ in the age to come. (2 Corinthians 11:12, Hosea 2:19, Revelation 19:7-9, 

Matthew 9:15). This wedding of the Lamb of God to His Church is the complete and final union of God’s 

people with Christ. Through His Spirit we become one. As Christ and the Father are one, so the people of 

God become one with God Almighty. (1 Corinthians 6:17) 

Keep the believer from falling away 

John 16:1 – “I have spoken these things to you that you might not fall away.” The Lord tells us many who 

first professed Christ, will fall away from the faith. (1 Timothy 4:1) In the Parable of the Sower the Lord 

states: “The seeds on rocky ground are those who hear the word and receive it with joy, but they have 

no root. They believe for a season, but in the time of testing, they fall away.” (Luke 8:13) 

To keep the true believer from falling away, to temptations and deceits that come from the Devil and 

the world, God gives you wisdom. In the Bible all the wiles of the Devil are disclosed, the things of the 

world are revealed, and the storms, calamities and trials we will face are described. Then God gives 

evidence of himself to each believer that strengthens belief in the Word and the promises of the Lord. 

“Now faith is the assurance that what we hope for will come about and the certainty that what we 

cannot see exists.” (Hebrews 11:1) 

For He has said he will never leave or abandon us. (Hebrews 13:5). And “I give them eternal life, and 

they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” (John 10:28-29) And as a result of 

this faith, also referred to as the doctrine of the “perseverance of the saints,” the believer clings to God 

and continues in the faith. (Colossians 1:23, Matthew 24:13, 1 Corinthians 1:8, Hebrews 10:39) 

“So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” 

(Hebrews 13:6). One of the purposes of faith therefore, is to keep the true believer in the arms of God, 

for nothing, the Scriptures state, can separate the believer from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 

8:39, Matthew 11:6) 

Build the kingdom 

One of the purposes of faith, we have said, is to bring the believer to a state of fullness in the knowledge 

and love of Christ.  And when the light of Christ shines through the believer, God is glorified. However, 

faith does not stop there. It is the will of God that the Gospel or good news be preached to the entire 
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world (Matthew 24:14). The word for “preached” used in this verse, means proclaimed or announced 

publicly. This was not a call for ordained evangelists or pastors but for every believer.  

The Lord desires children who reflect the glory of Jesus Christ.  As faith, empowered by the Spirit, joins 

us closer to God, you will have a testimony. You will be a witness for Christ. Therefore, every Christian is 

expected to give a reason for his belief in Christ Jesus. And being a witness for Christ, we seed the Word 

of God in others. 

Protect the believer 

Ephesians 6:16 – “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming darts of the evil one.”  

The believer has a target on His back. The devil and his minions seek to destroy the testimony, life and 

effectiveness of God’s people. He will seek to destroy or weaken your belief in God’s promises, as he did 

with Adam and Eve. He will seek to destroy your testimony so that others do not repent unto the Lord, 

and he will seek to destroy your peace and joy. 

The flaming darts referred to in Ephesians 6:16 are attacks on the mind. Sometimes wicked or 

blasphemous thoughts, confusion, doubts and even fear will suddenly come upon the believer. First, you 

must realize God is not the author of confusion, or unbelief, and fear does not come from the Lord.  

When we experience these thoughts and attacks we must have faith in God to extinguish these arrows. 

The Lord has stated he is our refuge, shield and strength. (Psalm 91:2, 18:2) It is the Lord that fights our 

battles. When these attacks come we must not seek to grit our teeth and mutter scripture verses.  

We must seek God immediately and plea with him to extinguish the darts of the enemy. Beseech the 

Lord to fight the battle, then stand or sit and be still, and wait on the Lord to defeat the enemy.  

Those weak in the faith, as was Peter in the storm at sea, will panic when attacked and try to take 

matters into their own hands. Defeat is almost certain in these situations, as it was for Peter who began 

to sink in the sea. 

Those strong in the faith will refuse to panic and trust in the promises of God that he will be our shield 

and refuge from the enemy. Trust in God therefore, is a critical aspect of faith that enables the believer 

to defeat the enemies of the Lord. 

Oracles of God  

And when you speak or act, do so as one speaking on behalf of his master. This is the will of God, that as 

His child you are like him, and speak as him.  

“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 

which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 

dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” (1 Peter 4:11)  
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The word “oracles” used in this text means a divine declaration; a statement originating from God. As 

we can see throughout this entire Teacher’s Guide, the perfect will of God has said His children will be 

holy and will be perfect. For in perfection we put on the mind of Christ and become the hands, feet, 

voice and light of God.  

The works of Christ 

Philippians 2:13 – “For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His 

good purpose.” 

Faith we have said, produces fruit in the believer; the fruit of the Spirit which is the character of Christ 

Jesus. And being conformed to the image of our Lord and Savior, faith unlocks the love of God in us so 

we can love the brethren. However, there is more. The faith that God gives each believer will lead the 

believer to do the works of Christ which bring glory to God. For it is Christ working in us. And what are 

these works?  

Luke 4:16 – “And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and according to His custom, He 
entered into the synagogue on the day of the Sabbaths, and stood up to read. And the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to Him, and having unrolled the scroll, He found the place where it was 
written: 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
because of which He has anointed Me 
to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent Me to proclaim deliverance to the captives, 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to send forth in deliverance the oppressed, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 

Ever believer, according to the measure of faith given him or her, will perform the works of Christ. He 

will give his witness when called upon and proclaim what he has seen and heard. And the love of God 

that is shed abroad in the believer’s heart, through faith, will cause him to feed and tend the sheep of 

the Lord – his brothers and sisters in Christ. And by proclaiming the Good News you will break the yokes 

of bondage on God’s people. (Matthew 25:31-40, John 21:15-17) 

What does it mean to walk by faith  

Abiding in Christ 

John 15:1-12 - “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not 

bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 

Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 

for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch 

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and 
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my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so 

have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 

as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 

These critical verses in the Book of John are the keys to understanding what it means to “walk by faith.”  

We have discussed that God’s plan and purpose for every Christian is that each grows up into the faith 

of Christ. This only happens when we continue to abide in Christ and His Spirit abides in us, working 

freely to conform you to the image of the Son of God.  

The word “abide” used in John 15 means to stay, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, or stand. 

What the Lord is saying is if you remain in an obedient and continuous relationship with him, then his 

Spirit and power will continue to nourish and prosper you. 

Abiding in Christ not only means we keep His commandments, (Matthew 22:36, Mark 12:28) but also 

that we keep our eyes on Him at all times. We look to the Lord for our spiritual nourishment, for 

guidance, for protection, for comfort. He is our hope for the Kingdom to come and we are His, bought at 

a price.  

Christ abiding in you 

The Lord says in John 15:4, “Abide in me, and I in you.” When you remain faithful to the Lord wonderful 

things will happen. We join Him in union; become one with him as when a man joins his wife. (Ephesians 

5:31-32, Romans 6:3-5, 6:23) His thoughts become our thoughts. (1 Corinthians 2:16) His desires 

become our desires. His joy, in God Almighty, becomes our joy. His love for the brethren becomes our 

love. His love for the lost becomes our love. His mourning becomes our mourning. (Philippians 3:10, 

Romans 8:17)  

A work of the Holy Spirit 

This union is something made possible by the Holy Spirit. Yet, you have a part to play in this process. You 

are to abide in Him. You are to seek Him daily in the Word, meditation, and prayer. And in seeking Him 

you grow in knowledge of Him and the will of God.  

Exercising the faith 

According to the measure of faith given, you are to exercise your faith. The love of God, shed abroad in 

your heart, leads you to love the brethren, to love the lost and to love your enemies. In exercising your 

faith not only are you doing the works of Christ, helping to build God’s Kingdom, but you draw closer to 

the Lord, experiencing His joy, peace and power.  

Therefore, to walk by faith means we abide in Christ at all times, enabling him to abide in us. Looking 

not to the world, but to Christ for our sustenance, joy, protection, guidance, wisdom and love.   
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Raising the staff of God 

Exodus 17:11 – “So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let 

his hand down, Amalek prevailed.” 

I believe in the above text we have an illustration of how the power of God, the power of the Spirit 

works in the life of the believer who walks by faith. When confronted with temptation, a crisis, attacks 

by the Devil on your mind, lustful desires or even when your love for God grows lukewarm, cry out to 

the Lord for help. Raise your hand, as did Moses and plea for more of Christ, more of His faith and 

strength.  

The Lord has designed us so that we depend on Him daily for our bread, strength and sustenance. (Luke 

11:13, Exodus 16:4, John 6:50-51) We must go to Him each day to receive our daily filling, and again in 

times of great need. Not by our own strength but by only His might can we overcome. (Zechariah 4:6) 

Amen 

Evidence you walk by faith 

The evidence you are walking by faith is the love of Christ is shed abroad in your heart and you love the 

brethren and love the lost (He abides in you). 1 Peter 4:8 – “Above all, love one another deeply, because 

love covers over a multitude of sins.” 

The evidence you are walking by faith is that you will refuse to panic in the face of fear and uncertainty. 

You will trust the Lord in all situations. “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him…” Job 13:15 

The evidence you are walking by faith is that the joy of Christ is in your heart. The joy that comes from 

knowing you are loved by God and that you do the works pleasing to the Father.  

“If you keep My commandments, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 

commandments and remain in His love. 11 I have told you these things so that My joy may be in you and 

your joy may be complete.” John 15:10 

Isaiah 12:2 - “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my 

strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 

Psalm 62:8 – “Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for 

us.”  

Proverbs 3:5 – “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.” 

The Hebrew word for “trust” used in the above verses means to have confidence in, to rely upon. 

John 15:7 

“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” 

This verse in John has presented problems for many believers. This verse along with verses in James 

5:13-18 and Mark 11:20-24 have led many to believe that they can ask anything of the Lord, whether it 

is for healing, provision, a miracle, money, or some desire of their heart and it will be done. 
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What you may miss is the understanding of what it means to “abide in me and my words abide in you” 

which precedes the text “ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” Another aspect of abiding 

in Christ and Christ abiding in you is you will gain the mind of Christ to know God’s will. 

1 Corinthians 2:16 – “For who has known the mind of the Lord, so as to instruct Him?” But we have the 

mind of Christ.”  

When we fully abide in Christ, His thoughts and desires will become our thoughts and desires – His 

words abide in you. You become a vessel for the Lord. You become His feet, His hands, His eyes and His 

voice in the world. 

The Apostles to whom the Lord was speaking would reach this stage of maturity. Therefore, their pleas 

and requests to God would come from a heart and mind conformed to the risen Savior. There were no 

requests to the Lord for new houses, wealth, or good fortune in business. Their minds were set on the 

things of God, spiritual things. They wanted to build up heavenly treasures: faith, righteousness, 

holiness, wisdom, love and a harvest of souls for the Lord. 

Whatever was asked was in agreement with the will of God – which these men came to know. Their 

requests were in line with the works of Christ which sought to glorify the Lord and reconcile lost men to 

God. Whatever they asked of the Lord, did not come from the desires of the old man, but came from the 

new man who had the mind of Christ and a desire to please the Father. 

And whatever earthly needs they had; for food, clothing, shelter, resources, or healing, the Lord richly 

provided – because their minds were set on the things of God. 

The story of Peter walking on water – Matthew 14:22-33 

When we fail to abide in Christ, we step out of the faith the Lord has given us. In the story of Peter in 

Matthew 14:22, the Lord commanded him to “come.” When he stepped out of the boat, he stepped out 

in the faith the Lord had given him. Peter had an “inner knowing” that the Lord would make it possible 

to walk on water. Once he stepped out of the boat, exercising his faith (that God had given him), the 

Holy Spirit gave him the power to obey, the power to “come” to Christ.   

Supernatural power came upon Peter, to make him able to comply, to follow through on the command 

the Lord had given him. Peter received power to do the will of God, which was to “come” to Christ, and 

to come to Christ Peter had to walk on the sea. Peter thus exercised or worked his faith. (1 

Thessalonians 1:3) 

When Peter took his eyes off Christ, he “forgot” albeit temporarily, that the Lord was the same Lord, in 

Matthew 8:26 that commanded the storm winds and waves to calm down. Peter was witness to this 

show of supernatural power. He was a witness to the capability and power of the Son of God. Yet, he 

panicked. He looked at his circumstances and stopped walking towards Christ. He failed to continue in 

his faith. 
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We know he stopped and took his eyes off Christ because the scriptures say “he saw the wind.” Fear 

gripped him and he was no longer walking in obedience to the command to “come.” 

Peter doubted Christ (which I interpret as he forgot that Christ is God) in the midst of the storm as fear 

seized him. When Peter panicked and stopped walking in faith (the knowing of God’s ability to command 

the storm and hence walking without fear of the storm), the Holy Spirit could not empower him and 

Peter sank into the sea. 

Faith in Christ, (the knowing of God’s ability to do what he said he will do, knowing his character, and 

knowing what he has commanded you to do, and trusting that he will enable you do what he has 

commanded you to do – all which lead you to act accordingly) gives the Spirit permission to act in your 

life. The Holy Spirit gives strength and endurance, sometimes supernatural power, to carry out the will 

and commands of God. Peter had enough faith to step out of the boat. But he did not have enough faith 

to keep walking towards Christ. In other words, he did not continue to abide in the Lord.  

The scriptures say in Matthew 14:30 “But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he 

cried out, “Lord, save me.”  

Fear and panic of the world around him caused him to take his eyes off Christ and hence lose faith in 

Christ. For that moment he lost remembrance of who God is and what he can do, what he was 

commanded to do, and that God is able. Peter failed to walk in the measure of faith already given him. 

And when this happened the Holy Spirit could not give power to Peter and thus he sank. 

Peter as a mature man of God 

Later in the Book of Acts, however, we see Peter will grow stronger in faith and the power of the Holy 

Spirit would come powerfully upon him, where even his shadow would cause healing in the people. 

(Acts 5:15). In this stage of maturity, not even the fear of being put to death and condemnation by the 

Jews or Romans (storms) would deter him from obeying the commandment of the Lord to “come.”  

What changed? Peter’s faith had matured and he kept his eyes on Christ and did not look to the left or 

to the right at the storms and attacks about him. Peter knew, without a doubt, that Christ was the 

Messiah, and that He would raise him from the dead. Nothing would deter him from the path and 

command, to “go and bear fruit,” and “tend my sheep.” (John 15:16, 21:16) In exercising his faith, the 

knowing of whom Christ is and what he had commanded, and the acting (doing) based on this 

knowledge, the Holy Spirit gave power to Peter to accomplish the will of the Lord Almighty. 

Renewing your mind – key to faith 
To renew your mind is to see life through the faith of Christ, the eyes of the new man within. (Ephesians 

4:23, Romans 6:4, 12:2, Colossians 6:10) You start to see things spiritually, according to the Law of the 

Spirit. Walking in the Spirit happens when you walk by faith and not by sight. Faith is that knowledge 

and persuasion which aligns with the Word of God, the teachings of Christ, the unction of the Holy Spirit, 

and the character of Christ. Faith aligns the believer to the purpose for which the Lord has called all His 

people – to bear fruit, and not just some fruit, but much fruit. 
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Put on the mind of a servant – the mind of Christ  

When the believer renews his mind, he puts on the mind of a servant – which is the mind of Christ.   

“1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 

affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, 

by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:1-

8)  

“As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, each of you should use whatever gift he has received 

to serve one another.” (1 Peter 4:10) 

Understanding 

To renew your mind is to understand who you are in Christ. A son of God, a priest unto the Lord, saved 

from sin, saved out of the world to bear fruit for the Lord and to conform to the image of Christ. To 

renew your mind is to understand you are called to be a holy vessel, a sacred instrument of 

righteousness in the hands of God. That is the purpose of your existence, your new life in Christ.  

To renew your mind is to understand the Lord will refine you like gold and silver in a furnace, to burn off 

the dross (things that defile) in your life, to enable the righteousness of Christ to burst through, to his 

glory and praise. This is the process of sanctification, of growing in holiness, of being conformed to the 

image of your big brother, your Lord, Master, Intercessor, High Priest, Friend and Savior. 

To renew your mind is to understand you are commanded to be holy like your Father is holy. If God isn’t 

in something, then you shouldn’t be in it either. If Christ wouldn’t do it, then you shouldn’t do it. If this 

or that does not please the Lord then neither should you be pleased. 

To renew your mind is to understand you walk in a spiritual realm, even though your body is bound on 

earth. Peter could walk on water when he obeyed the Word of Christ and was not beholden to logic and 

the laws of physics. He sank into the sea and came near death when he failed to abide in Christ and the 

grace of God. Peter looked around and considered the elements of the world, his surroundings and 

allowed fear and unbelief to overtake his mind.  

Fear and unbelief 

When fear and unbelief came into his mind, the power of the Spirit ceased to work in Peter, he no 

longer abided in Christ. Peter was a double-minded man at that moment. He had one foot in belief of 

the world, and one foot in belief of Christ. And in James 1:8 we learn a double-minded man cannot 

please God, he is unstable. To abide in Christ is to live in the Spirit, to obey a new set of rules that defy 

physics and the laws of the world, sin and death. 
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When you renew your mind your faith comes to rest on what the Lord accomplished on the Cross. You 

reckon (consider, see yourself) the new creature you became, who is in union with Christ Jesus. (2 

Corinthians 5:17, Romans 6:4, Galatians 6:15) 

The mind of the old man 

When you step out of faith in Christ (because of habit, tradition, fear, unbelief, ignorance, pride) into the 

old man – human thinking, personality, desires of the flesh; or step into the world – politics, 

temptations, greed, world values – you step into sin. You begin to walk in the ways of the world and the 

condemned. You fail to abide in Christ. 

You have touched the unclean thing, that which is unholy and evil to God. (2 Corinthians 6:17, Isaiah 

52:11, Revelation 18:4) You grieve the Spirit; you impede his purpose which is to conform you to the 

image of Christ, to make you a bride without blemish ready for Christ. The Spirit will not override your 

will. However, correction will be made in time, for the Lord will not abandon you. The Lord will put you 

back on track because he chastens those He loves. (Hebrews 12:10) 

What does it mean to be strong in the faith 
To be strong in the faith means the love of Christ is now shed abroad in your heart and you are holy and 

perfect unto God. Strong faith refuses to panic in the face of fear and uncertainty. Strong faith keeps its 

eye on the Lord Jesus Christ at all times.  

Strong faith is manifested in the love of Christ in our hearts. The love for the Father, the love for our 

brethren, the love for the lost and the love for our enemies. 

The faith of Christ guides every Christian to completeness. To be complete means we are obedient to 

these commands: 

 Be perfect as your Father perfect (mature in the knowledge of God and the faith of Christ) 

Matthew 5:48  

 Be holy as your Father is holy  (wholly devoted to God) - 1 Peter 1:16 

 Love not the world or the things in the world (do not be defiled – stay pure) - 1 John 2:15 

 Love the brethren (unlock the love of God in your heart for His children)  -John 13:34 

 Love your enemies (shed the love of Christ abroad) - Matthew 5:44, Romans 12:20 

When you are strong in faith the Spirit can empower you to be holy, to love as Christ loves, to know the 

Lord and to overcome the world. 

The faith of Christ  

The faith we have is called “the faith” because it is the faith of Christ. In faith towards the Father, Christ 

left Heaven, was incarnated and took on the humiliation of sinful human flesh. (Romans 8:3, John 8:58, 

17:5, 1:1, Matthew 1:18)   

“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form 

of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form 
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of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5) 

In faith, he willingly laid himself on the altar of sacrifice, the Cross, and gave His life as a propitiation for 

sin. In faith, Christ reconciles man unto God as our High Priest. (Hebrews 2:17) 

And in faith, Christ will hand over the Kingdom purchased by his blood, to God the Father. (1 Corinthians 

15:24) It is this faith, the faith of Christ, complete devotion and submission to God His Father, in love, 

that each Christian is to attain. 

The Cross of Jesus Christ 

To become strong in the faith you must reckon yourself crucified with Christ. The Holy Spirit cannot 

empower us when we put our faith in anything but Christ. In practice this means we must join with 

Christ, consecrate ourselves to him, and allow the Holy Spirit to do His work, by not grieving him. 

Ultimately, the Christian will be judged based on his faithfulness and his intimacy with the Lord. 

(Romans 14:10) 

In Revelation 2:4, the Lord brings this point home. The most important thing in the life and walk of the 

Christian is not ministry or knowledge of theology, but his relationship with Christ. 

Revelation 2:4 – “But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 

Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will 

come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.” 

Strong faith in the negative 

We can also look at strong faith in the negative. The person who knows theology and has memorized 

Scripture verses is not necessarily strong in the faith. The one who volunteers for all church activities, 

attends church regularly and gives abundantly to missions and to the local church is not necessarily 

strong in the faith. The one who leads a moral life and abstains from the desires of the world is not 

necessarily strong in the faith. For all these things the unsaved man can do. 

In His wisdom the Lord set out the evidence of the tree that bears good fruit, the one strong in the faith. 

(Matthew 7:18) It is the one who loves the Lord God with all his heart, mind, soul and strength. For the 

one who possesses this love will be holy and purify himself.  And the evidence he loves the Lord, is that 

he will love the brethren, love his neighbors, and love his enemies. 

Amen. 

What does it mean to be weak in the faith 
Romans 14:1 - “As for the one who is weak in the faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 

2. One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3. Let not the 

one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one 

who eats, for God has welcomed him.” 
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In this scripture we learn that some believers will be “weak in the faith.” The word weak used here 

means “without strength,” “feeble.” In the context of what we have discussed, this verse means those 

“weak in the faith” have an early or growing knowledge of Christ and His redemptive work at the Cross 

that is not fully developed. You do not comprehend the full teachings of Christ, what happened at 

Calvary, and the things God has wrought through the Holy Spirit. Therefore, you do not act or live 

according to this full understanding. You do not avail yourself of the full power of the Holy Spirit to live a 

victorious life in Christ Jesus. 

In Romans chapter 14 it describes believers, called “weak in the faith,” that were subject to legalism. 

They believed that to be right with God there were certain things they should not eat, and days or 

celebrations they had to observe. Yet the one strong in faith (Romans 15:1) understands that the person 

born of God is free from the Law of Sin and Death (and ordinances, rites and rituals) and lives under 

God’s grace (blessing) in Jesus Christ (Romans 5:21, 6;14). 

In other words, the one strong in faith knows that a life pleasing to the Lord, and how we become holy 

and righteous before God, has nothing to do with what we eat, drink, or wear. It has nothing to do with 

religious days we observe or not observe. It has nothing to do with rites, rituals, ceremonies and 

religious tradition. 

The Lord himself stated that it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes 

out of his heart (Matthew 15:11). Conversely, we can say what makes a person holy and righteous 

before God is what comes from his heart – not from works. And the one born again with the Spirit of 

Christ, who has the heart of Christ, and fully understands all the meaning of this miracle, knows he must 

live by the Spirit according to the will of God. 

And the will of God, made clear in the mind and heart of the believer, which the believer feels 

compelled to act on and live by, is faith. Therefore the scriptures state without faith it is impossible to 

please the Lord. The one without faith, in other words, is not a child of God. 

The believer “weak in faith” does have a “common faith” that is the same in all believers. However, he 

has not grown in understanding of the full implications of what the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished at 

the Cross. He has not grown in the knowledge of “the faith of Christ.” This believer may still live 

according to the ways of the world, or even grasp teachings that are in error with the Word. (Ephesians 

4:14, 2 Corinthians 11:3-4) 

Misunderstandings about faith 
The following verses in James 5:13-18, have created problems for many believers in understanding faith. 

Let’s read and then discuss. 

Faith healing - James 5:13-18 
“Is anyone among you suffering hardships? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises. 14 Is 

anyone among you sick? Let him call near the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, having 
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anointed him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one ailing, and 

the Lord will raise him up, and if he might be one having committed sins, it will be forgiven him.” 

“16 Therefore, confess the sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of a righteous man being made effective prevails much. 17 Elijah was a man of like nature to us, 

and with fervent prayer he prayed for it not to rain, and it did not rain upon the earth three years and 

six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” 

The experience of believers 

Many believers have read the above verses in James and believed that any time they had an illness, that 

prayer or having others pray over them will bring healing. When the healing doesn’t come they say their 

faith was not strong enough (i.e., they didn’t really believe or trust God). 

The Scriptures do tell us, and Church history confirms that the Lord gifts some believers with a healing 

ministry. (1 Corinthians 12:28) These brothers and sisters are able to perform miracles and heal the 

brethren from simple ailments to serious problems. If you are blessed to have such persons in your 

congregations then praise God. And we do know that the prayers of the righteous are effective and have 

brought healing to many. 

However, the Scriptures never proclaim, and there is no doctrine that says the Lord will heal every 

believer from all illness throughout their entire life. In fact, we read sometimes the Lord uses illness to 

chastise the believer who has gone astray and to bring him back to righteousness. (1 Corinthians 11:20-

32) 

George Muller 

Brother George Muller was one of the most saintly men who recorded hundreds of miracles the Lord 

performed in his life. (Autobiography of George Muller) Yet, when his first wife became ill, this man who 

clearly had the ear of the Lord, prayed for healing which was not answered. His wife eventually died. 

However, after that incident the Lord continued to bestow abundant blessing upon blessing in the life of 

Mr. Muller.  

His wife was not healed because of a lack of faith, or lack of righteousness, for Brother Muller was both 

faithful and righteous and an approved worker before God. In his autobiography, Brother Muller 

recalled how a prayer to the Lord literally removed fog from the ocean to enable the ship he was riding 

on to make the port of call for a ministry event. A few minutes earlier, the ship’s captain said that due to 

the fog they would not make their destination. Through his faith Brother Muller could literally move 

mountains. 

The will of God 

It was not the will of God, however, for Brother Muller’s first wife to live beyond her appointed time. 

The doctrine which is most important here is that the will of God and purposes and plans of God, which 

is sometimes hidden to the believer, will always take precedent over the desires of the believer. And 

that the Lord makes no promise, in any of the Scriptures that every believer will be healed from all 

disease and ailments and die of old age. 
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The only promise the Lord makes is that if he has given you a word, or some knowing specific to your 

situation, and if you act on that knowledge, which is faith, then God is faithful to keep His word. 

According to your faith 

“As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out, “Have mercy on us, Son of 

David!” 28 When He entered the house, the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you 

believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then He touched their eyes, saying, 

“It shall be done to you according to your faith.” 30 And their eyes were opened” (Matthew 9:27-30)  

The Greek word used for “according” in verse 29 is “kata.” It is translated as “down from.” In other 

words, the Lord told the blind men that their healing flowed down from their faith. Here we have more 

confirmation that in this situation it was God that gave these men the faith to be healed. 

Did the Lord heal people without faith? 

The answer is yes. In the Scriptures it describes how the Lord healed people without faith. 

“One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there 

and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The 

sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and 

while I am going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and 

walk.” 9 And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.” 

“Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the 

Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The man who 

healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man 

who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed did not know 

who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him 

in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to 

you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him.” 

In the above Scriptures we learn the Lord is merciful and kind to both the righteous and the wicked as 

this man had no idea who had healed him. (Matthew 5:44-45) Yet, in verse 14 we see his kindness is 

meant to lead the person to repentance, for it is God’s will that no one should perish. (1 Timothy 2:4) 

And in repentance the person would receive faith. 

"For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies," declares the Lord GOD. "Therefore, repent 

and live." (Ezekiel 18:32) 

My experience with prayer for healing 

There was a young woman who was about 26 years of age, in a church I was attending, who was dying 

of cancer. I was a young Christian at the time, no more than one or two years in the faith. So I boldly 

went to the throne of God and demanded that the Lord heal her. My prayer was fervent. Then the Lord 

came to me, and I heard His voice clearly, and said “will you trade your life for hers.” I was stunned. 
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Why, I had a wife and four children who would take care of them? I could not say yes and felt so 

ashamed and humbled. 

I realized at that moment I was weak in the faith. I had far to grow to be like my Lord who gave His life 

for me and the brethren. Now, the woman eventually died. And what I learned, what the Lord was 

trying to teach me, was that the Lord has a purpose and plan for every believer. He has appointed a time 

to live and a time to die. He taught me that through all life’s situations we must see God and trust Him 

that all things will work together for the good, of those who love Him. Amen. 

The Lord’s promises 

Faith comes from God and the purpose of faith is to bring the believer into agreement with the will of 

God. And the will of God for every believer is that he or she grows into perfection, into the image of 

Christ Jesus. And some will receive different measures of faith to be evangelist, pastors, teachers, 

healers, etc.  

The Lord makes no promise that every believer will die of old age, or avoid trials and tribulation. In fact, 

he says the opposite; to expect trials and tribulation. (John 16:33, Acts 14:22) This is not to say we 

shouldn’t pray for things such as healing, but what I am saying is to first pray to know God’s will. You will 

know you are in agreement (amen) with the will of the Lord, when the Holy Spirit sheds peace and 

comfort in your heart. (Romans 8:26) 

Name it and claim it - Mark 11:20-24 
“As they were walking back in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from its roots. 21 Peter 

remembered it and said, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree You cursed has withered.” 

22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus said to them. 23 “Truly I tell you that if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Be 

lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and has no doubt in his heart but believes that it will happen, it will 

be done for him. 24 Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, 

and it will be yours.” 

James tells us that we ask many times (pray) and do not receive because what we ask of God comes not 

from faith but from personal desires. (James 4:3) This is confirmed in 1 John 5:14 where the Apostle 

John says, “And this is the confidence that we have before Him: If we ask anything according to His will, 

He hears us.”  

However, many times we do not know what the will of God is in a situation. Therefore, we must seek to 

know his will to guide our prayers and requests. The will of the Lord, his purposes and plans, as we have 

said will always take precedent over the desires of the believer. 

The will of God and the faith of Christ, which we are to attain, are set on spiritual things. The Lord has 

said seek the Kingdom of God first and then your earthly needs will be given. (Luke 12:31, Matthew 

6:33). The Lord is not talking about salvation here. He is talking about discovering who the Lord is, 

developing an intimate relationship, and becoming one with the Father and the Son. (John 17:21) 
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Wrong concept of faith  

Faith, as we have established, comes not from human energy or wishful thinking. Faith is not “I believe 

this or I’m going to believe that,” in essence persuading yourself.  

Faith is given by the Lord. It is a word from God that guides our actions. We cannot create faith or 

summon greater levels of faith to attain the thing we desire. 

Faith is never interested in or talks about itself. It does not have an emphasis upon you – what you want 

to do or desire. Faith always glorifies the Lord. In the history of the Christian church many martyrs 

glorified the Lord by going to their death singing praises to God without fear. 

Those who preach the believer must “stand on faith” when praying to the Lord for some blessing, fail to 

acknowledge that faith is an inner working of God. These people move the focus to the believer and his 

efforts and energy. This is completely false and contrary to the doctrine of faith which says all faith 

comes from God. 

Faith comes from God  

“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but 

still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, 

“Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father 

who is in heaven.” Matthew 16:13-17 

In this text we learn Peter’s faith came from a revelation given by the Lord God. Thus, it is the Lord that 

gives believers both a common or saving faith, and also a measure of faith according to His will for each 

believer. 

You can’t take up faith 

You can’t suddenly “take up faith” for some need. Faith is how the Lord reconciles men to Him. The 

purpose of faith is not to grant the wishes of the believer, but to glorify God and bring men born of 

sinful flesh to the Cross of Jesus Christ so they can become what He is. 

Faith of Abraham 

The faith of Abraham is the same faith in every believer.  It is a faith that believes on the Lord. You 

believe his word and submit yourselves utterly and entirely to it and to him. Faith leads us to be 

concerned about pleasing God and to glorify his great and holy name. 

Understanding James 5:13 and Mark 11:20 

The verses in James and Mark, therefore, must be viewed in the light of situations where the Lord has 

already given the believer some measure of faith for healing: just as he did in the story of the woman 

with the issue of blood. (Mark 5:25)  
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Again, I will reiterate, this is not to say we should not pray for things that we need. However, we should 

first pray to know God’s will and for the strength to carry out his purposes and plans. And pray for His 

peace to accept His will for your life. 

How to know God’s will 
The Scriptures tell us two ways we can know God’s will for your life. (1) You are to renew your mind and 

(2) acknowledge the Lord in all your ways.  

Renew your mind 

Romans 12: 2 – “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.” 

To renew the mind (make new) is to set your thoughts on spiritual things, the things of Christ, as 

opposed to earthly things and desires. (Colossians 2, and 3, Mark 8:33, Romans 8:5, 14:17) 

Acknowledge the Lord in all your ways 

Proverbs 3:5-7 – “Trust in the LORD with all your heart. And do not lean on your own understanding. In 

all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.” 

What the Lord is saying here is be perfect, grow up into Christ. Be complete, mature in your 

understanding, knowledge, trust and dependence on God in every aspect of your life and then you will 

be able to discern God’s will. For you will gain the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:16) 

But then he says to crucify the old man (do not be wise in your own eyes) and touch not the unclean 

thing (turn away from evil). For in doing these things we grieve the Spirit, make ourselves enemies of 

God (James 4:4) and impede His work to give more wisdom and increasing faith.  

How do believers impede the work of the Holy Spirit 

Love the world 

One of the most common ways I see believers defiling themselves and impeding the work of the Holy 

Spirit is their involvement in the politics of division and hate. I distinguish politics from government of 

the people, which the Lord has given. Any world system that causes division and strife, covetousness 

and greed, prejudice and hate, lusts of the flesh, promotion of self or pride, and devotion or desire for 

idols – which include power and money, is of the Devil.  

Any believer who makes idols of these world systems, (they are the desire of his heart) makes himself an 

enemy of God (Book of James). Thus the Lord commands and exhorts His people to come out of Babylon 

– the systems of the world ruled by the Devil. (See LLG Ministry Class – The World at Enmity with God) 

Lusts of the flesh – the old man 

The other way believers defile themselves and impede the work of the Holy Spirit is when they do not 

purpose to crucify their old ways: the desires and personality of the flesh. You might cheat or tell a white 
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lie here or there. You are not kind to your neighbor or fellow worker. You might commit adultery and 

justify it. You gossip, are filled with religious pride and disdain for others. You condemn others while not 

seeing the evil in your condemnation. You harbor bitterness, anger, prejudice and selfishness. 

How to overcome the world and the old man 

No believer can defeat his enemies and the enemies of God in His own strength. It is useless to even try. 

The Lord has decreed that His children must rely on His strength and not their own energy, the same 

energy in which they previously served the Devil.   

So how do you love your enemies who despise you and seek to destroy you? How do you get rid of 

bitterness, prejudice, condemnation and anger towards your neighbor? How do you love the brethren, 

even when they are afar or in other churches that you may despise? How do you overcome besetting 

sins that no matter how much you pray, never seem to go away. Besetting sins can include things like 

addictions, lustful desires, pride or harsh personality. How do you overcome temptations and desires to 

cheat because you seek gain and fear lack? 

Be perfect in Christ  

The Lord in His infinite wisdom tells us how. It is to reach perfection in Christ Jesus. To grow up and be a 

mature man in the knowledge of the faith, the knowledge of God, and to know the love of Christ so it is 

shed abroad in your heart. And the only way to reach perfection is to come to the Cross and join in 

union with Christ Jesus – so his mind becomes your mind, and his faith becomes your faith, and you 

become holy as he is holy. 

The man or woman who reaches perfection in Christ Jesus can avail himself of the shield of faith and the 

sword of the Spirit. (Ephesians 6:10-17) He knows God’s will for his life. The believer mature in Christ can 

ask anything of the Lord and the Lord will do it according to His will. And the believer avails himself of 

the power of the Spirit to bring down strongholds, besetting sins, temptations and harsh personalities. 

How does this work in practical terms? 

“Do not seek me for what I can do, seek me for who I am” - Jimmy Swaggart  

The first thing one must realize is the Lord has commanded you to seek Him for who he is, and not what 

he can do for you. (Matthew 6:25) Before you come to the Lord, in prayer or plea, he knows your 

problems. I know a Christian who told the story of his brother who had a drug addiction. This man began 

going to church to seek God. After a few months he stopped going. When asked why he stopped, he 

said, “I tried Jesus and it didn’t work.”  

What he was saying is he sought God for a blessing, relief of a problem, to heal a sickness, to reward him 

with the desire of his heart. Never did he want to submit his life to God, to become His bondservant, to 

be in union with Christ Jesus, or for the Lord to become master over his life. 

Therefore, the first step in exercising faith is to exam yourself to see if you are truly in the faith. (2 

Corinthians 13:5) The next is to grow up in Christ and become complete as we have been describing in 
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this text. Then to exercise faith, to overcome besetting sins, enemies, the flesh, and the world, we 

illustrate using the example of Peter.  

Example of Peter 

When the Lord commanded Peter to come to Him on the sea, Peter exercised faith by stepping out of 

the boat. The Lord never said to Peter “I will give you the power to walk on water.” He simply said 

“come.” When Peter stepped out of the boat, immediately the Holy Spirit gave him power, supernatural 

power, the power of Christ, and he began to walk on water. 

In much the same way, the power of the Spirit works within us. When confronted with an enemy you 

despise, brethren you do not love, neighbors or co-workers you cannot stand, (i.e., there is bitterness, 

anger, prejudice and hate in your heart) reach your hand towards them. Whether in conciliation, 

comfort, confession, remorse, support or however God leads you, go to that person. When you do that 

you are acting in obedience to God’s Word. And at the moment you reach, or step out of the boat so to 

speak, the Holy Spirit will shed abroad in your heart the love and power of Christ – because you are 

acting in accord with the will of God. 

Besetting sins and personality 

Though all things are possible through faith, some works are more difficult to accomplish than others. In 

the Scriptures (Matthew 17:19, Mark 9:28) we learn that some strongholds of the flesh are more 

malignant than others, and have greater power over the souls of men. Gritting your teeth or more 

prayer will not cure these maladies. I know of many a Christian who after coming to the Lord suffered 

problems with addictions or lifestyles for many years, even after much prayer. 

The Lord tells us the solution to these situations. It is to reach perfection in Christ Jesus in order to avail 

yourself of the full power of His Spirit. 

The 72 disciples 

Matthew 17:19 – 19 “ Afterward the disciples came to Jesus privately and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive 

it out?” 20“ Because you have so little faith.” He answered. “For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size 

of a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing 

will be impossible for you.” 

Mark 9:28 – “And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not 

cast it out?” 29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”” 

It is important to understand the above verses in the context of what was happening in Israel. In Luke 

Chapter 10:1 the Lord had appointed 72 disciples, giving them power to go into the land and heal the 

sick. In Luke 10:17 it says, “The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit 

to us in Your name." 

However, in Matthew 17:19 and Mark 9:28 the text says the disciples could not drive out certain 

demons with the power Christ had given them. The explanation of the Lord is revealing. Greater power 

from God was required to remove these strongholds. When the Lord says to his disciples that they had 
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little faith, and prayer was required to drive out these strong demons, he was saying a faith that was 

strong in measure was required to pull down difficult strongholds.  

This was not a rebuke of His disciples, for faith comes from God. The Lord was simply stating that God 

had not yet given this strong measure of faith to these disciples. Being weak in the faith, as we have 

already described, means one is still a babe in Christ. He is developing in his knowing, understanding and 

relationship with the Lord God. 

Example of pulling down a stronghold 

To appropriate yourself of the full power of God the Holy Spirit, to pull down difficult strongholds, you 

must grow into perfection or completeness. Let me share a story to illustrate. There is a brother who 

was a lifelong alcoholic. He said he came to know Jesus Christ as Savior. And then for the next 10 years 

he prayed to the Lord to free him from the stronghold of addiction. God never answered his prayers. In 

fact, his addiction got worse. Then one day things got so bad he ended up in a sanitarium, a hospital 

with a padded room where they put people to prevent them from hurting themselves. 

He felt such despair he wanted to end his life. He then prayed to the Lord to take his life and fell. Before 

his head hit the floor his addiction was gone. What happened? In his own words, he said he had only 

known Christ as Savior. But on that day in the hospital, 10 years later, he came to know him as Lord and 

Master. Praise God. 

Brothers and sisters, it is the will of the Lord and the great purpose of God that every believer grow up in 

Christ Jesus, to be complete and perfect in the eyes of the Almighty. To know and love him as Savior, 

Lord and God Almighty. This builds strong faith and enables the Holy Spirit to act in your life and defeat 

the strongest of enemies. 

And then just by prayer to God and waiting for the Lord to act, your stronghold will be pulled down. For 

this is the will and great pleasure of the Lord. 

Holy Spirit only works through faith 

I am going to be repetitive here, but this is such an important principle to understand. The Holy Spirit, 

the power of God to perform the supernatural, do miracles and bring down strongholds, only works 

through faith. Each believer is given a certain measure of faith. For that faith to become strong, the 

believer must grow-up into Christ. The Bible calls this the process of becoming mature, reaching 

completion or perfection. In perfection, the believer is in union with Christ Jesus. It is like when a man 

and woman get married and consummate their marriage in intimacy. You join together as one. 

When you are complete in Christ Jesus, you will be strong in the faith. One does not get strong in the 

faith by trying harder, praying, fasting or believing more. You have been given faith by God. And the only 

way that faith becomes strong is to grow-up or become mature in Christ Jesus.  

When you are strong in the faith, the full power of the Holy Spirit can work through you to accomplish 

the will of God. Whether it is to perform miracles, pull down strongholds, give wisdom, or just enable 

you to love your brethren, your enemies and your neighbors. 
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Definition of the perfect believer 
 The word for perfect in the Old Testament is the Hebrew word “shalem” which means “complete, safe, 

at peace, blameless, wholly devoted.”  

1 Kings 8:61 - "Let your heart therefore be perfect (wholly devoted) with the LORD our God, to walk in 

His statutes and to keep His commandments, as at this day." 

The Hebrew word “tamim” is also used for perfect, which means “without blemish, without defect, 

whole, complete.” 

Deuteronomy 18: 13 – “Thou shalt be perfect (without blemish) with the LORD thy God.” 

In the New Testament we see the Greek word “teleios” used for perfect which is defined here as 

“complete, mature.” 

Matthew 5:48 - "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

In the verse above “perfect” is used to describe the believer who obeys the Lord’s commandment to 

love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. (Matthew 5:38-48) 

Based on the above verses, we learn that the God’s plan is for every believer to be perfect. Ephesians 

1:4 states that before the foundation of the world the Lord had predestined His people to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. 

Why do I need to be made perfect? 

Some might have the question, “Once saved, isn’t the believer already clean and pure before God? Why 

do I need to be made perfect? When you were saved, you were justified before the court of God. 

Washed by the blood of Christ we were declared without sin, found not guilty, innocent and spared 

from God’s judgment.  

Our hearts were now viewed as pure and undefiled based on the finished work of Jesus Christ. The 

believer was justified because of the imputed righteousness of Christ. In other words, the Lord looked at 

the believer and saw Christ. We were no longer sinners (condemned) but saints (holy people, set apart 

for God, sacred). The believer could now approach the throne of God as one who was deemed worthy. 

While legally declared innocent, we did not live like holy people, like children of the Holy One. God’s 

people were still wild in spirit. Like a wild horse that was rescued from death, we still had a spirit that 

had to be broken, that had to be tamed, that had to be conformed to His image and likeness. To live in 

the house of God we had to conform to His rules, His ways. Therefore, it pleases God to break the spirit 

of Adam, the sin nature, within His children. (Psalm 51:17) 

Sanctification  

This is the process of sanctification – the perfecting of holiness in the life of the believer. (Matthew 5:48) 

God has purposed, what Jesus Christ made possible and the Holy Spirit provided, that every believer (a) 

conform to the image of Christ, (b) be holy and (c) become perfect or complete.  
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To be complete means the believer has become mature in knowledge of the faith, knowledge of the love 

of Christ, and is wholly devoted to God. To this end the Lord appointed teachers, preachers, and 

evangelists whom He gave gifts of knowledge to edify the Church.  

“And it was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some 

to be pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for works of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, 

13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, as we mature to the full 

measure of the stature of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13) 

It is at this stage in his or her growth, the perfecting of holiness, where the believer can truly become a 

light in the world. At this stage the believer can reflect the full love and power of Christ to break 

strongholds, proclaim the Gospel with effect, and bear much fruit to the glory of God Almighty. 

The purpose of salvation 

Romans 8:28-29 – “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.” 

After receiving Christ we were not complete. God’s purpose in redemption was not just to save His 

people from sin and death. Salvation was the first step in the restoration or reconciliation of man unto 

God. (2 Corinthians 5:18) To reconcile man means to bring him back to the state of being and 

relationship Adam first had with God – before he transgressed. (Genesis 3:6) 

The Lord wanted children 

The Lord’s purpose in creating man was to have a people made in His image, the image of the Son. 

(Genesis 1:26) The Lord wanted a people whom he could love as a father. And who in return would 

worship Him in obedience, love and devotion as sons. (Exodus 8:1, 2 Samuel 7:14, Hebrews 1:5) Just like 

His only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Perfect your holiness 

2 Corinthians 7:1 – “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 

defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness (sanctification) in the fear of God.” 

After being saved from our sins and death, God’s work was not finished. God’s people still had a 

problem. We were still trapped in a body of sinful flesh that would be opposed to God until the day the 

believer died. (Galatians 5:17, Romans 7:23)  In other words, we were not yet in the image of Christ, the 

fullness of God. (Colossians 2:9) We had not perfected our holiness as children of the Holy One of Israel. 

The transformation of the believer was not complete. We were infants and not adults in Christ.  

1 Corinthians 3:1-4 “1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 

flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even 

now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among 

you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” 

and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?” 
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1 Peter 2:2 “Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 

salvation” 

Hebrews 5:11 – “Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become 

dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone 

to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not 

solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, 

for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses 

trained to discern good and evil.” 

The enemy of God 

And not only were we not conformed to the image of Christ, the saints lived in a world governed by the 

enemy of God. The Devil would seek to separate the children from the Lord through defilement and 

deception. He aims to bring God’s people under condemnation, for he is called the accuser of the 

brethren. (Revelation 12:10) 

The fullness of salvation 

God’s plan to restore man to the original state of Adam, and to the likeness of the Son, included the 

following: 

1. Give the repentant saving faith – this is the work of the Lord God 

2. Justify the repentant (from their sins and death)- accomplished at the Cross 

3. Put the Spirit of Christ within them – happens when you are born again 

4. Strengthen their faith through the fire of trials  - exercise faith so it strengthens and grows  

5. Teach them to be holy – through His Word and Spirit – and discipline 

6. Make them wise in the knowledge of God – He gave gifts to the Church to edify the saints 

7. Place them in service to do the works of Christ – this glorifies God and builds the Kingdom 

The fullness of salvation, therefore, includes all of the above. This is confirmed in the Scriptures when 

Paul tells the church to “continue to work out their salvation.”  

“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now even more in 

my absence, continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” (Philippians 2:12) 

“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) 

The Lord has declared His people will be made perfect, complete, and whole in Christ.  And faith is your 

guiding compass to completion, to be made whole in the image and likeness of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Every true believer will be made complete 

James 1:2-4 – “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you encounter trials of many kinds, 3 because 

you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Allow perseverance to finish its work, 

so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 
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Dear friend, make no mistake, every child of God will have his faith tested. You will be tested so that you 

may grow strong in the faith, be certain about the things of God and have a revelation of the power, 

love and faithfulness of God Almighty. The result of the trials of faith is that you will have a testimony to 

proclaim. Romans 8:28 therefore, takes on a more complete meaning: 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose.” – Romans 8:28 

The purpose of the Lord, in salvation, is to have sons and daughters that are conformed to the image of 

Christ. And He will accomplish this in the life of every believer through the steps we have outlined 

above. 

What does it mean to walk by the Spirit 

Internal warfare 

Galatians 5:16 – “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.”  

Galatians 5:17 – “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these 

are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.” 

Galatians 5:24 - “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us walk in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 

provoking and envying one another.” 

In the verses above we learn there is a battle in the spirit of each believer once he or she is saved. 

Human nature, the nature of the old man (sin nature) continues to pull you in one direction. While the 

Spirit of the Lord pulls you towards Christ. And this battle will continue until the day you die. 

Walking by the Spirit  

You have the choice to either walk by faith according to your knowledge of God’s will, or you can walk 

according to the flesh – the personality, desires, pride and self-centeredness of human nature. If you 

walk by faith, the Spirit of the Lord will empower you; give you the strength and ability to live a holy life 

which reflects the love of Christ for the brethren, the lost and your enemies. In other words, the love of 

Christ is unlocked and shed abroad in your heart when you walk by the Spirit. You are cloaked in the love 

and power of Christ (like putting on a coat). 

The fruit of the Spirit, which is the character of Christ (love, kindness, long suffering, faithfulness, etc.,) 

will manifest itself in your daily living. (Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 5:9, 1 Corinthians 13:4) This is walking 

or living by the Spirit. You are living a holy life, set apart for God’s use and purposes empowered by the 

Spirit of God. You have put on or clothed yourself with Christ. (Colossians 3:12, Ephesians 4:24, Romans 

13:14). 

Put on Christ 

Therefore, to walk in the Spirit means the fragrance of Christ will be all about you. You will smell and act 

like Christ, doing the works of God. The Spirit of Christ that was placed in you as a seed, when you were 
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first saved, has now blossomed and grown fruit for the world to see. And this fruit will cause the world 

to give glory to God. 

Abide in Christ 

To walk by the Spirit means we abide in Christ, we walk in faith; we do not take our eyes away from Him. 

And the Spirit gives us strength and power when we are faithful in Christ. But the Spirit, He of God, only 

covers and fills us with Christ when we do not step to the left or right but remain in Christ, even in the 

face of storms, temptations, attacks and trials. 

Walk in the truth 

The Spirit of God is also referred to as the Spirit of Truth. (John 15:26) Thus the Apostle John describes a 

believer named Gaius as “walking in the truth.” And the evidence he walked in the truth was Gaius’ 

devotion and love towards the brethren. (3 John 1:1-6) 

Times of trouble 

When you walk by the Spirit you seek God as your shield, refuge and protection in times of trouble. He 

must extinguish the darts of the enemy. And we do this by calling on His name, and then we stand and 

wait for the Lord to act. It is total dependence on God. There cannot be unbelief in this walk, because 

the Holy Spirit will not empower the believer who acts in unbelief. 

Double-minded 

James 1:5-8 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 

and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will 

receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man unstable in all his ways.” 

To be double-minded means you have one foot in the world (trust of the world) and one foot in the 

Kingdom (belief in God). You have not fully trusted God’s Word. You doubt which means you stand in 

judgment of the truth and Christ. You can expect nothing from God but discipline until you repent of this 

sin. The Lord calls his children to be wholly devoted to Him and the truth. 

When you walk by the Spirit, you focus on the spiritual things of God in order to reach perfection, 

completeness, maturity, and to be without blemish or defilement. It is by walking in the Spirit that we 

experience the greatest joy in Christ, God’s protection, comfort, joy and peace. This is the place, the 

position in life where by faith one can receive the power to move mountains. Amen 

The prayer of faith 

Habakkuk 3:17-18  

Though the fig tree should not blossom, 

nor fruit be on the vines, 

the produce of the olive fail 

and the fields yield no food, 

the flock be cut off from the fold 
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and there be no herd in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the LORD; 

I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 

GOD, the Lord, is my strength; 

he makes my feet like the deer’s; 

he makes me tread on my high places. 

Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary (on Habakkuk 3:16-19) 

“When we see a day of trouble approach, it concerns us to prepare. A good hope through grace is 

founded in holy fear. The prophet looked back upon the experiences of the church in former ages, and 

observed what great things God had done for them, and so was not only recovered, but filled with holy 

joy.  

He resolved to delight and triumph in the Lord; for when all is gone, his God is not gone. Destroy the 

vines and the fig-trees, and you make all the mirth of a carnal heart to cease. But those who, when full, 

enjoyed God in all, when emptied and poor, can enjoy all in God. They can sit down upon the heap of 

the ruins of their creature-comforts, and even then praise the Lord, as the God of their salvation, the 

salvation of the soul, and rejoice in him as such, in their greatest distresses.  

Joy in the Lord is especially seasonable when we meet with losses and crosses in the world. Even when 

provisions are cut off, to make it appear that man lives not by bread alone, we may be supplied by the 

graces and comforts of God's Spirit. Then we shall be strong for spiritual warfare and work, and with 

enlargement of heart may run the way of his commandments, and outrun our troubles. And we shall be 

successful in spiritual undertakings.  

Thus the prophet, who began his prayer with fear and trembling, ends it with joy and triumph. And thus 

faith in Christ prepares for every event. The name of Jesus, when we can speak of Him as ours, is balm 

for every wound, a cordial for every care. It is as ointment poured forth, shedding fragrance through the 

whole soul. In the hope of a heavenly crown, let us set loose to earthly possessions and comforts, and 

cheerfully bear up under crosses. Yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry; 

and where he is, we shall be also.” 

END 


